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Filmmaker hopes his work
can ‘transcend color lines’

BY MARY O, BRADLEY
0f The Patriot-News

Garrett T. Thompson fell
in love with the magic of
movies when he was a child
and became enthralled with
the special effects of the
“Stzg Wm;w; thought

“For a 1 1
wanted to do monster make-
3; creating the whole world

,* said Thompson,
28, a 1996 graduate of Central
East High School.

His career focus sharp-
ened, however, when he real-
ized the emotional impact of
films after directing an
ll-minute i

ti
“The Brotherhood" for a
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Garrett T. Thompson's film “Hope's
Cholce” won a student Emmy.
INSIDE 2 teens seek to make their
marks in fashion merchandising
and writing G3, G14

while
: usatorganiml:inn Unif
versity in




THOMPSON: Filmmaker hones cinematic craft

w&mhﬂaﬂ ‘
take - ‘off a
and make it mnyhupﬁ

toral studies at the Universi-
ty of Southern California
School of ll;:inemaﬂr Arts,

ematic focus.
“I want to be an influential

permhtumsdwwlemﬁ

cntly A ricand.merican
images,” said
whose I?-mhmt::, 35 mm film
“Hope's Choice” won several
awards, including

ruary 2005 of the
ble dm::s e
ers Showcase. The film
focuses on a man facing a
girl&ﬁaﬂm e
c on the streets w&hm

'I'hunpmn said a presenta-
! actor-director Tim

Ruld *Frank's Place” and
“Sister, Sister™) to USC stu-
dents had a tremendous in-
fluence on him. Reid told
film :tude:nts - Africnn-

our own stories and tell
those, or someone else will
do it for us.

“I want to be able to tell
stories about African-Ameri-

mchal'Good

i

Thompson,

a Televi-

Filmmak-

‘l'lLILWIf hm'n:"T T. THGMF‘HL H

l:m:pt:.d to USC. He re-
ceived his Master of Fine

Arts degree in =and

television
USC in May 2005,
USC “ls considered to be

' the No. 1 film school,”

said. "It's got the

network, the facilities

and resources in terms of
state-of-the-art equipment,
editing stations, cameras,

tracts visits by such film lu-
minaries as George Lucas,

, Steven Spiel and Tyrese
Gibson. i

n also performs
as a Iﬂm artist under the
name LOGIC. His solo al-
bum, “A Beautiful Mind," will
be released in the spring,

Thompson and Jarrett Lee
Conaway founded BFAM
Studios, an in dent film,
music video cmtmerdn]
production company. In
June, BFAM produced its
first music video, titled
“Hala," for the political Arab-
American and Palestinian-
American hip-hop groups the
NOMADS and the Philis-

either work  tines,

in the industry or had
in the and

were very sumeu!"u It's

In July, BFAM produced
its second music videao,
*Rock You," from ‘I'hnmp—

mz m:'ﬁﬂﬂu&fulm
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Thompson also is the asso-
clate director of productions

ble nng rmtuce gund
said. The

“That's when 1 n:all}'

' started seeing how 1 could

bring what I do with hip-hop
into the classroom,” Thomp-
son said. “Ideally, I want to

* write and direct films and

music videos first, now,
while I am nnd wm-

rnal]lLlwwH lnrﬂwhh

. youth.” He has taken one
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mrﬁtmia:? ndent
films also has evo

"You can put yourself on
MySpace.com or Face-
book.com and create an audi-
ence for yourself,” he said. “If
you are really proactive, you
can h::ligwynmlf an audi-
ence t being signed to
a major motion-picture com-

Tiam son said Los An-
geles is the center of the film
world for a young person
mdngmget an artistic

"It’sﬂmbutbu:mnyuu
are around so many creative
lc'heuld.‘alutnfmy
p to ys
yourself because you are like
a sponge taking in other peo-
ple’s experiences.”
MARY 0. BRADLEY: 755-8147
of mbradiey@gatriot-news.com




